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Insurance of Theatres against Fire. — The following statement has 
been given, in a daily paper, of the date at which some of the London 
theatres have been respectively destroyed by fire. We have added the 
three last columns and the conclusions. 



Years. 



1762 
1809 
1789 
1792 
1794 
1803 
1841 
1805 
1808 
1856 
1826 
1830 
1830 
1849 
1856 



Name of Theatre. 



Drury Lane 

Her Majesty's 

Pantheon 

Astley's 

Surrey 

Covent Garden 

Royalty 

English Opera House 

Argyle Rooms 

Olympic 

Pavilion 



Interval 
to 1856. 



Tears. 
47 
47 
67 
64 

9 
38 
15 
51 
48 


30 
26 
26 

7 
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Assurance 
Loss. 



£. 
say 10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 



£160,000 



Premiums 

received 

at 4 per cent 

per annum. 



£. 
18,800 
18,800 
26,800 
25,600 

3,600 
15,200 

6,000 
20,400 
19,200 

12,000 

10,400 

10,400 

2,800 



£190,000 



From this statement it would appear, that if £10,000 were insured on 
each theatre that has been burnt down, and the whole of it lost at each 
fire that has occurred, an annual premium of three guineas per cent, (total 
£149,625) would very nearly pay the actual losses (total £150,000), and 
4 per cent, per annum would have given a profit of £40,000, supposing in 
each case that the property had been burnt just after the first premium had 
been paid. As theatres appear not to be generally considered insurable 
property, the three guineas per cent, is about the cost of the risk which the 
proprietors have taken on themselves, since they have saved the expenses 
and profits of an Insurance Company as well as the large Government fire 
insurance duty; but for this they have had to take upon themselves the 
cost and trouble of finding capital to rebuild their property, the cost of 
which would no doubt be greatly enhanced by the circumstances under 
which such capital is required. It should be observed that the premium 
alluded to does not cover partial destruction of the contents of theatres by 
fire at intermediate periods, if any occurred; but, on the other hand, it 
omits any premiums received on theatres on which no loss has happened by 
fire. (S. B.) 



